ATTENTION:
>>> Cancelling your room at the Omni? Please contact Linsae before you
contact the hotel, so we can offer it to another attendee.
>>>ROOMS ARE OPENING AT SONESTA. Please call Sonesta for
questions or reservations. The cut-off date is 02/05/2020.
Call: 512-483-5902
Group Name: TSPRA OVERFLOW
Group Code: 0223TXSPRA
Cut-Off Date: 02/05/2020
Block Dates: 02/23/20 - 02/27/20
>>>While we don't have a room block or special rate, one hotel we
suggest it Hotel Granduca. It is about 10 minutes from the conference.
MORE INFO

TSPRA CONFERENCE 2020
February 24-27, 2020
Omni Barton Creek Resort
Executive Committee Meeting ♦ Monday a.m., Feb. 24
Pre-Conference Sessions ♦ Monday p.m., Feb. 24
Regular Conference Sessions ♦ Tues., Feb. 25
through noon on Thurs., Feb. 27
Star Awards Banquet ♦ Wednesday p.m., Feb. 26
8212 Barton Club Drive
Austin, TX 78735

REGISTER NOW

ATTENTION:
CONFERENCE CANCELLATION POLICY
The deadline to register for the 2020 Annual Conference without paying a
late fee was January 24, 2020. All registrations made after January 24
include a $100 late fee.
Registrations can be transferred between members or non-member
attendees (prices will be adjusted for member to non-member prices).
NO CANCELLATIONS will be accepted. CLICK HERE to see the TSPRA
cancellation policy.

DIETARY RESTRICTIONS
If you have any allergies or food restrictions (i.e. celiac, dairy-free, nutfree, gluten free, vegan, etc.), please indicate them on your registration.
We will make every effort possible to meet your needs but cannot make
guarantees, especially for any cross-contamination. If you have forgotten
to mark your restrictions, please let us know by February 14 via email at
janet@tspra.org.

HAVE YOU REGISTERED FOR
PRECONFERENCE?
There's still time to register for one of TSPRA's preconferences.
Preconference is a great time to dive deep into a concentrated subject
with your peers. Sessions run on Monday, February 24, 1-4 p.m. and are
only $100. Register for them during conference registration. Questions?
Email info@tspra.org.

Put The APR In Your Professional Portfolio
Mastering The Visual Code: The Building Blocks Of Powerful Visual
Storytelling
Marketing
Rookie Boot Camp
TCU What Leaders Can Learn From Hurricanes: Crisis
Communication And Messages Of Resilience
For descriptions and registration, click the button below.

Register Preconference

Golf is also available as a Preconference activity!
February 24, 2020
Fee: $100.00
Coore Crenshaw Cliffside Course
• Tee Times Starting at 12:30 pm
• $100 per player
• Price per player includes 18 hole green fee, shared golf cart with GPS,
range balls and tournament operations
• Rental clubs are $75 per set including 6 golf balls. (Make your own
arrangements for the rental.)
• No cancellations for this event; if weather prohibits play, golfer should
attend one of the pre-conference sessions

DID YOU KNOW?
You can buy separate Star Awards Banquet tickets if you aren't coming to
the conference or if you have paid your invoice and have decided to join
the party.

Buy Ticket
A letter was emailed on January 24, 2020 to the winners of TSPRA Star
Awards. The email went only to the email address of the person who
completed the registration. Winners will be announced at conference.
A link with a list of the Gold, Silver or Bronze Star winners with an online
gallery will be available during the conference. After the Star Awards
Banquet, the complete list of winners including Best of Category, Crystal
and Platinum awards will be posted online. Judge's scores and comments
will be available online after the conference using the login of the person
who entered.
NEW THIS YEAR: You must pick up your awards at the conference or
arrange for someone else to pick up your awards. This year TSPRA will
charge a $16.95 postage and handling fee to have your certificates and
medals shipped to you. Crystal and Platinum awards that need to be
shipped will incur additional fees.

This year's Run/Walk, organized by Craig Verley, Mission CISD
TSPRA Gulf Coast VP, benefits the JJ Watt Foundation, which helps
thousands of students across the state. To participate in the TSPRA
Connect Run/Walk, simply make a donation of at least $20 to the JJ Watt

Connect Run/Walk, simply make a donation of at least $20 to the JJ Watt
Foundation. You can donate online at, www.jjwfoundation.org, and learn a
little more about them. Then, after you make your donation, we ask that
you also take a moment to CLICK HERE to register.

Magnolia ISD will host a one-day Spoken Word Media & Crisis
Communications workshop on Wednesday, April 1, 2020 from 8:30 a.m.
to 4:30 p.m. at the Magnolia Event Center, 11659 FM 1488, Magnolia, TX
77354. Lunch included.
The cost is $250 per person and there are no cancellations. You may
send a substitute in your place.
Register by Friday, March 13, 2020. Minimum registrations: 25 Maximum:
50

REGISTER SPOKEN WORD

GRAMMAR TIME
Solid writing skills are essential in today’s business world, whether you’re
a high-grossing investment banker, a tech-savvy programmer, or a stayat-home mom starting your own candle shop.
From sending out emails to posting website content, writing is a task most
businesspeople encounter daily. To project a professional image, build
credibility, and improve your career prospects, your writing must be
intelligent and free of errors.

intelligent and free of errors.
Below, we’ve listed six important grammar rules that will improve your
writing and help you become a more effective communicator.
1. Be careful with commas.
Commas are one of the most commonly misused punctuation marks. Use
too many—or too few—and they can distract readers or make your writing
confusing. When in doubt, look up comma rules for your specific situation,
and try to be consistent with how you use them.
2. Make sure your verb tenses are consistent.
Be sure to look over your work to confirm that your verb tenses make
sense throughout. Note how the tenses change incorrectly in the
sentences below:
He filed the paperwork and then he sends copies to HR.
The developer has went on vacation.
Lunch time will start at noon and had gone until one thirty.
3. Watch out for homophones.
Automatic spellcheckers often overlook homophone errors, meaning your
writing might still contain these embarrassing mistakes. Watch out for
common problem areas such as the following:
They’re, there, their
You're, your
It’s, its
Complement, compliment
Affect, effect
Too, two, to
4. Don’t capitalize excessively.
Capitalizing for emphasis is a common business writing mistake.
However, you should only capitalize proper nouns, including names, titles,
places, months, and days of the week.
5. Be careful with pronouns.
Using too many pronouns in your writing can confuse your readers and
make it hard for them to understand who’s acting or speaking. Use names
or nouns at the start of every paragraph, using pronouns only to refer
back to them within those paragraphs.
6. Keep it simple.
When it comes to business writing, clarity is key. Too often, business
professionals use flowery language to appear intelligent, but this
inadvertently makes their writing sound awkward and forced. Stick to brief
declarative sentences, and cut out words wherever you can. Avoid using
extravagant long words where simple ones will do.
Source: https://www.proofreadingservices.com/blogs/news/53298437-6grammar-rules-for-business-professionals

Amanda McCune and her husband welcomed their newborn son,
Beckham James, on October 14, 2019. Amanda is thecchief
communications officer in Frisco ISD.
Angel Vidal, formerly of Roma ISD, is now the director of communications
at Manor ISD.
Christina Williamson, currently in Cedar Hill ISD, has accepted a position
as communications coordinator for web and writing in Eagle MountainSaginaw ISD. She will join the EM-S team in February.
Amanda Moore, currently in Eagle Mountain-Saginaw ISD, has accepted
a new position in Azle ISD as coordinator of communications and public
relations. She will join Azle in February.

CONDOLANCES
Our sincerest condolences go out to the family and friends of Norma
Wheat, who passed away on January 27, 2020. She was a long-time
administrative assistant in Spring ISD’s Board & Community Services
Office.
Our sympathy goes out to Amy Francisco, TASA's director,
communications and media relations, on the death of her father Meredith
"Buddy" Caddell on January 26, 2020.

WELCOME

LINKS YOU CAN

WELCOME
NEW MEMBERS
Randy Meyer
Wharton ISD
Tania Ortega
Manor ISD
Keith Patrick
Frenship ISD
David Vasquez
Arlington ISD

LINKS YOU CAN
USE
There are thousands of productivity
apps and tools on the market
promising to help you increase
your performance, but sometimes
all it takes to improve your focus is
a few quick changes to your work
habits and your environment. Want
to get more accomplished at the
office? HERE ARE 12 simple, lowtech tips for boosting your
productivity at work.
Feeling overwhelmed? Is your
schedule jam-packed? Do you find
yourself lamenting, “If only I had
more time?” You are not alone.
Even with 24 hours, many women
still find it difficult to manage their
time and choices — and can’t
accomplish a great deal each day.
LEARN HOW TO EAT A FROG
FOR BREAKFAST.
You’ve got the vision, and Canva, a
free online graphic design
program, can help you bring it to
life. Turn imagination into a finished
design in minutes with THIS stepby-step tutorial for designing from
scratch in Canva.com.

VOLUNTEER NOW
VOLY.org is the innovative, all-inone volunteer solution for school
districts. Powered by technology
nonprofit VolunteerNow, VOLY.org
makes it easy to recruit, manage

H-E-B
H-E-B launched the Excellence in
Education Awards program in
cooperation with the Texas
Association of School
Administrators in 2002 as a

makes it easy to recruit, manage
and track the volunteers who
support schools. Schedule your
demo now at schools@voly.org or
214-818-9848!

Administrators in 2002 as a
positive way to support public
education in Texas. It has become
the largest monetary awards
program for educators in the state.
Since its inception, over $11 million
has been awarded. Visit
heb.com/education to nominate
your favorite educator.

SPRINT
Text: TSPRA members! Enjoy
Sprint Perks benefits for your
personal needs! Visit Sprint store
near you. Use GAEDU_XTX_ZZZ
to get your benefits.

CONTACT INFO
406 E 11th Street, Stes 101-105
Austin, TX 78757
Telephone: (512) 474-9107
Fax: (512) 477-0906
info@tspra.org
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